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Officers and Contact Information: 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: position not filled 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

Website: 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

Regular scheduled meetings have now finished for this season.   

EVENTS 2017 

Winter Meeting: Honey from bucket to jar - 28th January Information page 3 

West Sussex Annual Convention   - 25th February Information page 8 

WG Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day   - 11th March  Information page 4 

WG AGM       - 14th March   

West Sussex Bee Market & Auction  - 22nd April     

 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

. 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

www.wgbka.org.uk 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Api-Bioxal - Final Reminder! - See page 2 

Scheduled apiary meetings start at 2.00 p.m. If possible please arrive early to help 

the meeting leader to arrange the right number of groups and allocate colonies. 

 

 
WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

JANUARY 2017 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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Api-Bioxal - Final Reminder! 
You should by now have treated your colonies, but it is not too late.  Tom still has supplies of Api

-Bioxal available.  

 

To order, please phone or email Tom as soon as possible at stone.house@btinternet.com . 

 

Cost per pack (35g sachet) is £8.00 if collected from Tom in Petworth, £9.00 if posted. 

 

Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account: 

Account name: West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code: 20-42-58: Account number: 90086460 

Reference: Your surname followed by “Api-Bioxal”  (i.e. J Blogs Api-Bioxal) 

2017 March Module Dates 
Applications for the March 18th modules should be with us by 3rd February.   

 

Applications must have a cheque attached for the correct amount. 

 

Please send to the following address: 

R H & M Brooks, 23 Lionel Avenue, Felpham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex. PO22 8LG. 

 

Telephone:  01243 584531 

Mobile:  079 175 854 24. 

 

Happy New Year,  

Roger & Marion Brooks,  

Exam Secretaries WSBKA 

Another Des Res For Bees 

A gentleman in Wiggonholt, near Pulborough, is offering a site for a small number of honeybee 

colonies. 

 

If you are interested in this potential apiary site please contact our Association Secretary in the 

first instance.  Sue will then arrange to put you in touch. 

 

Tel: 01403 752493  

secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Winter Meeting 

You have extracted your honey and have it in a bucket.  You have bought jars.  Now what?  It is a 

valuable product.  It is a food product.  It needs careful handling. 

 

In this ‘workshop’ session Tom Moore will take you through, and demonstrate, all the steps you 

need to understand in order to produce both clear and set honey in good condition for sale or to 

give to friends and family.  The emphasis will be on simple methods and controls we can all use to 

keep the honey in the best possible condition right through to the point of sale, and beyond. 

 

Topics covered will include: 

Storage conditions 

Warming – temperatures and controls 

Filtering 

Bottling 

Hygiene 

Labelling 

Record-keeping 

 

This is a practical subject that will be covered in detail and should be of value to beginners and 

established beekeepers. 

 

See venue details below. 

Honey – from bucket to jar 

Saturday 28th January 2017 

 

2.00pm  -  5.00pm 

 

Hampers Green Centre, Petworth  
 

 

All members welcome 
 

 

The centre is situated on the northern edge of Petworth, north of the A283 / A272 mini round-

about junction, just off a small lane after the Stone Masons public house.   

 

There is a spacious car park adjacent to the hall.  The hall is centrally heated. 

 

See article above for full details of topics to be covered. 



Page 4 

4  

Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day 

Beekeeping Course 

Suitable for Beginners, Improvers, and Non-Beekeepers 

 

Saturday 11th March 2017 

Assemble from 9.00 for 9.30-5.00 p.m. approx 
 

Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF 
 

 

The course is suitable for those who wish to discover what is involved in keeping bees, but will 

also be suitable for those who have kept bees for some time.  It will largely follow the syllabus of 

the BBKA Basic assessment, but with variations.  This course is based on over 50 years experi-

ence, not just repeating what is in books. 

 

Subjects covered will include: 

 

How to learn about bees        Obtaining bees and equipment 

Different kinds of bees        Where to site hives 

How bees live naturally and how we can manage them   Protective clothing 

What bees collect - nectar, pollen, propolis, water    Basic Colony Management 

How bees store honey and pollen       Handling bees carefully 

What happens in a beehive and where      Swarming and dealing with it 

The 3 castes - queen, drones, workers      Dealing with the honey crop 

How to start          Making colony increase 

Choosing the type of hive and why      Feeding 

Essential equipment         The colony in winter 

 

 

Course fee: £45.  Second and subsequent attendees booked together £40*.  Under 16 with a 

   paying adult £15*. 

   

   For existing, paid-up WGBKA members the fee is reduced to £35. 

 

Price is per head to include lunch, refreshments, and our own booklet “Basic Beekeeping”. 

Please note: Those marked * will not receive “Basic Beekeeping”.  Additional copies available on 

the day at £5. 

 

Booking:  Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0AU  

   01798 343 470 

   petworthgordon@btopenworld.com  Preferably using the booking form on the website. 

 

Payment by: Cheque, Bank transfer or cash.  See Booking Form for details. 

 

Prepare yourself for the coming season 
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I am writing this PiP for the start of a new year just after returning home 

from treating the bees at the Dounhurst teaching apiary with oxalic acid.  

This is a Friday, because only 2-3 days ago the weather forecast I saw 

showed Saturday and Sunday to be raining all day.  That has now changed, 

with the same forecast expecting it to be dry on both days.  You know the 

well worn saying about the number of opinions about beekeeping and how 

they change; well I think it's fair to say the same seems to be true about the 

weather forecast.  Can I finally assume that nobody knows what they are 

talking about?  I have never gone in for New Year resolutions, but I'm be-

ginning to think I shouldn't listen to anyone! 

 

As is normal, we discovered that 30 colonies of bees decided to behave in a variety of ways, al-

though within reason they were all put into winter in the same condition.  Some were smaller than 

expected, although they may have just clustered more tightly, some were close to the tops of the 

frames, others way down so we could hardly see them.  This is why we shouldn't take too much 

notice of books when they rigidly state what bees are supposed to do.  It also gives beekeepers the 

opportunity to suggest another well worn saying that bees don't read books when they do things 

differently! 

 

Nature behaves differently too, but often in response to the season.  On December 2nd I heard a 

greater spotted woodpecker drumming close to my house and regularly ever since, together with 

others elsewhere.  The earliest I have ever heard one before has been December 19th.  This is over 

a fortnight early, but what does that tell me?  Simple really; just that by next August everything 

will have evened out, as it usually does. 

 

During my time in beekeeping, until about 20 years ago, all hive woodenware supplied in this 

country was "premium" grade.  You would never get a hive part with a knot in it.  This was in con-

trast to many hive parts that were in existence when I started that had been made during the war or 

for several years afterwards, when hives were made up from bits, often different timber in the 

same part and with many knots.  I'm not sure if this was due to rationing, licences needed or short-

age, but it did suggest their approximate age.  A couple of years ago some hives turned up at the 

auction that were made in this way.  I immediately knew about them and the reason for it.  I was 

probably the only one that did, so I was able to tell the crowd about them.  The hives were bought 

for a higher than expected price by someone who wanted to buy the history.  I hope they have sur-

vived and not been neglected. 

 

We are now used to buying "seconds" that aren't seconds in the way we have come to expect, but 

made to the same standards out of lower grade timber.  These are likely to be western red cedar 

that is grown in this country, but is felled at a younger age, hence the knots.  The price is around 

50% of the cost of premium grade and I have found them to be very good value.  That is all we 

have bought for use at Dounhurst in the last 15 years and they are all in very sound condition, de-

spite more wear and tear than most hives get. 

 

Thorne's were the first to produce these seconds, based on a suggestion by Willie Robson, a com-

mercial beekeeper from Northumberland who makes all his own hives.  Many of the other suppli-

ers have subsequently gone down the same route, so there is competition all round now.  These are 

usually only available for inspection and collection at certain times, such as the BBKA Spring  

Nell and friend 

Patterson In Print 
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Convention, National Honey Show or special sale times, which locally are at Windsor and Stock-

bridge.  "Budget hives" are often seconds, but usually online only, so you can't inspect them.  Hav-

ing had considerable experience of buying these seconds I have learnt what to lookout for, as there 

are points you need to be careful of.  I wouldn't use one of the online options, because it is difficult 

to return seconds with faults in them. 

 

I take the trouble to fully inspect each part.  If you see a lighter part in a board, this is likely to be 

heartwood, which is quite soft and will probably rot quite quickly.  Knots are no problem if they 

are live knots, but dead knots can drop out later, giving you a hole to fill.  If you have knots, make 

sure they aren't where you want to drive nails into.  It is easy to check supers and brood boxes by 

looking at the ends of the packs. 

 

Roofs need careful checking.  Thorne's Sterling board covers are usually made in 2-3 pieces, pre-

sumably off-cuts from "Premium" roofs.  This is little problem, but slightly easier to get square 

when assembling if in one piece, which Maisemore currently are.  The latter also supply better 

nails, being "wire nails" with larger heads than the "lost head nails" that Thorne's supply.  Maise-

more also supply a deeper 8" roof, which some may prefer.  When looking at roofs, remove the 

cover and look at the side boards to make sure there are no knots near the joints. 

 

You will have noticed there is a loose leaf sheet arrived with a recent BBKA News.  This adver-

tises a super made from pine at what I think is an incredibly cheap price of £7.50.  I reckon these 

will last a lifetime if looked after well, bearing in mind they are only exposed to the elements for a 

few weeks in the summer.  If I was a year or two younger I might buy a few of these! 

 

I must make it clear that I am not recommending one company over another, just telling you of my 

findings.  There are slight differences in manufacture to what is a standard item, but it must be up 

to the buyer to choose what suits them. 

 

When I visited beekeepers in New York State last June, I stayed with a beekeeper who is a carpen-

ter with a full range of electrical woodworking machinery who can buy timber (sorry, "lumber"!) 

at trade price.  For his hives and frames he buys from the Amish people, slightly north of him, who 

can supply at cheaper prices than he can buy the wood for. 

 

At the recent meeting, I mentioned some work that had been done on varroa transferring to bees on 

flowers and how quick they were at doing it.  The research article, including a short video can be 

found on http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167798  We need to 

remember this experiment was set up and we need to know how much it actually happens outside 

the hive. 

 
Roger 

Stop Press: 
 

Since I sent this copy to Caroline there has been a warning from the NBU about reports of some 

colonies in some areas being short of food.  We opened 30 colonies when trickling oxalic acid at 

Dounhurst and all were well off for food, apart from two colonies.  I don't know why these were 

short, only that one was shook swarmed earlier in the season and hasn't built up very strongly 

since.  There may be good reasons for it. 

 

I know I keep battering on about the same subject, but if you use prolific queens that produce large 

colonies, such as those often available commercially which may be imported, they produce larger  

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167798
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quantities of brood year round.  That means there is more brood and more mouths to feed, so they 

use more stores and without careful monitoring are likely to starve in the spring.  The answer is to 

use good local bees! 

 

If you have colonies that have gone short, then feed with fondant and if there is no good reason for 

the shortage I strongly suggest requeening in the spring.  We can supply queens from the apiary to 

replace them. 

 

Bearing in mind what I said about woodpeckers earlier, I saw my first lamb on 31st December.  

Can anyone beat that? 

 

Roger 

 

BBKA Basic Assessment 

HOW ABOUT TAKING THE BASIC ASSESSMENT THIS YEAR? 

 

Several of our members have taken and passed the BBKA Basic Assessment over the years.  This 

is a simple oral and practical assessment that is carried out by a qualified assessor from another 

local Association.  It very satisfying doing it, focuses the mind on learning the essential elements 

of beekeeping and gives you more confidence.  It is sometimes thought of as the ‘driving test’ of 

beekeeping. 

 

To encourage a good number of members to have a go at the Basic in 2017 we will be holding spe-

cial revision/preparation sessions on three weekday evenings in February, March and April, with a 

practical session in early May (daytime).  The sessions will be facilitated by Tom and Gordon 

(both are qualified BBKA Basic Assessors). 

 

There is no writing to do, and the assessment is conducted in a relaxed, conversational way.  You 

will be asked to open a hive and explain what you are doing and seeing, so that the assessor can 

see that you handle the bees considerately and know the “basics”.  To show you the areas covered, 

there is a syllabus which you will find here: 

 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/basic_syllabus_2016_1446637555.pdf 

 

The assessor will ask you about several topics in the syllabus.  If you have been attending the api-

ary fairly regularly, joined one of Roger’s learning days, and supplemented what you have learned 

with a little additional reading, you should have little difficulty in passing.  You also get a nice cer-

tificate you can hang on the wall! 

 

You need to have at least one year’s experience of keeping bees. 

 

You can read more about taking the assessment here: 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-

2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_1_by_ivor_davis_1313268887.pdf 

and 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-

2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_2_by_ivor_davis_1313268942.pdf 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/basic_syllabus_2016_1446637555.pdf
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_1_by_ivor_davis_1313268887.pdf
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_1_by_ivor_davis_1313268887.pdf
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_2_by_ivor_davis_1313268942.pdf
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_2_by_ivor_davis_1313268942.pdf
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Even if you don’t intend to take the Basic this year, you are welcome to attend the sessions.  They 

will help you understand where the stronger and weaker areas are in your knowledge of practical 

beekeeping. 

 

If you are interested in attending please contact Gordon on 01798 343470 or email petworthgor-

don@btopenworld.com. 

WSBKA Annual Convention 

25th February 2017 
 

 

Enclosed with this month’s newsletter are the details and booking form for the WSBKA Spring 

Convention 2017.  We have a renowned group of speakers and an impressive blend of lectures 

and seminars, with something for everyone. 

 

A simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to catch up with fellow bee-

keepers from around the county.  Our Regional Bee Inspector, Diane Steele, plans to be there and, 

as always, Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will bring a range of equipment and books for you to 

purchase. 

 

Special bonus for Beginner Beekeepers!  In conjunction with Paynes, we are pleased to offer a 

£10 Paynes voucher to the first 10 WSBKA members to book a place at the convention, who have 

attended a Beginners’ training course at any Division of the WSBKA during 2016.  It is a special 

opportunity to make a beekeeping purchase with a high discount!  Qualifying members will re-

ceive separate notification in the coming days.   

 

We are hoping for record numbers to attend and encourage you to book early to ensure that you 

secure a place on your preferred seminars. 

Tales From An Out-Apiary 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

The weather in December turned out to be varied, with some days cold and frosty, others mild and 

dry, and on some the countryside was shrouded in a veil of fog.   

 

One bright afternoon I called into the apiary; the three hives nearest the hedge had the benefit of 

the winter sunshine and I witnessed the bees busy bringing in bright orange pollen.  I was pleased 

to see the hive containing the bees from Cowdray Park Golf Club were active and also collecting 

large amounts of pollen; as well as disposing of the odd dead bee.  The fourth hive, adjacent to the 

wall, does not catch the winter sunshine at this time; the bees in this colony were not flying.  Now 

what is that phrase? - Ah, yes - Location, Location, Location. 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the February edition no later than the 25th January.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

I do not feel that I am having much of a break from beekeeping activity so far this winter.  Usually 

the removal of the autumn feeders heralds the time when I can put the smoker away until it is time 

to apply the winter Oxalic Acid treatment.  However this year I was busy checking the bees in 

‘Buttercup’ at the end of November to ensure the uniting had been successful.  As I write this, I 

am keeping an eye on the Met Office website, to try and determine the best day to apply Api-

Bioxal to the hives.  

 

The winter months are a good time to catch-up with any maintenance jobs required to your equip-

ment, ready for the start of the next active beekeeping period; this can be as early as the beginning 

of March, depending on the weather.  It is also prudent to set-out your apiary plans for the coming 

spring, summer and autumn.  Many apiarists fall into the trap of reactive rather than proactive bee-

keeping; hastily undertaking swarm prevention measures when finding queen cells, instead of 

planning appropriate swarm control in advance of any queen cells appearing.  Don’t get caught 

out, especially if the active season kicks off early in the spring, make your plans during the next 

few weeks. 

 

It is at this time of year that I look back to review how my beekeeping has gone during the calen-

dar year.  Reflecting on what went well, what could have gone better and any lessons learnt.  

There is always an element of luck in beekeeping as we are all too often at the mercy of the cli-

mate; wet and windy weather can delay a regular inspection and, if the timing is bad, it could mean 

a queen cell is sealed and a swarm departs before the beekeeper can attend to the hive.   

 

I began and finished 2016 with four colonies, which fitted with my original plan of not making any 

increase; so that box can be ticked.  I didn't have any swarms leave the apiary; admittedly luck 

played a part on one occasion as the weather prevented me from returning to a hive to remove 

sealed cells in the usual timescale.  That’s another tick in a box.  Varroa treatment and supplemen-

tary feeding was undertaken in readiness for winter and the colonies were in the best possible con-

dition at the end of the active beekeeping period. 

 

It is good to remember the highlights and the things that make beekeeping such an enjoyable, and 

sometimes frustrating, hobby.  It always makes me smile to hear a piping queen.  It was fascinat-

ing to see, during an inspection, two worker bees preventing another from entering the open hive; 

despite the third bee carrying full pollen sacks.  I watched for a good two minutes while this en-

counter was played out on the edge of the open brood box, until the visitor eventually gave-up and 

flew off.  What did the two worker bees know that I didn’t?  It challenges the theory that a worker 

will be accepted if it is carrying food. 

 

So what was my ultimate highlight of 2016 in the apiary.  It actually has nothing to do with the 

bees.  It was the day I walked into the apiary and was greeted by four fledging wrens sitting in a 

row on the top rail of the fence.  I stood motionless for several minutes delighting in 

the scene, until one by one they hopped into the adjacent hedge.  Wonderful! 

 

Caroline 

 


